Computerized scientific exhibit in radiology: a valuable format for delivering scientific information.
The computerized scientific exhibit (CSE) is gaining acceptance as a tool for delivering scientific information at meetings of radiologic societies. CSEs allow presentation of more material in a more space-efficient manner than do conventional exhibits, and the viewer can control the order and detail in which material is reviewed. As a disadvantage, currently, the radiologist must use a support team and learn new tools to create a CSE. The preparation and cost may also be greater. Meeting attendees must overcome a reluctance to use computers to benefit from a CSE. Creation of a CSE has design, production, and presentation phases. A team of content authors, software author, graphics acquisition person, and project manager works together through brainstorming, conceptual ordering, storyboarding, prototyping, and selection of authoring tools to design the exhibit. Production must include use of common word processing and image file formats, as well as standardization of image resolution. Accurate equipment specification is needed to ensure that the exhibit can be run on the equipment provided by the meeting organizers. In addition, some security steps are needed to prevent misuse of the exhibit. In addition to display at assemblies, the CSE can be made available to a larger audience by delivery on media such as compact disks and the Internet and can be continually modified as new material becomes available.